
Common FAQ’s about 7th Grade: 
 

● When do class assignments come out? Students receive their schedules, including 
team and homeroom teachers, on the same day the district sends out placement 
information. For the 2018-19 school year, class assignments sent out August 21st. 

 
● How does placement work? There are many factors that we consider as we balance 

the classes including student abilities, learning styles and interests, peer relationships, 
social-emotional considerations, elementary school balance, world language 
assignments, and special programs. We also work closely with the prior year’s teachers 
as we make placement decisions. 

 
● What classes will my child take and what will they learn? Your child will have a team 

of teachers for his or her core content curriculum. Those classes are reading, writing, 
math, science and social studies. All students will also take a world language, physical 
education and related arts class. The curriculum for 7th grade can be found at the 
bottom of the page on this link. Click on each content to learn about what your child 
studies in each course.  

 
● How are students placed into accelerated math? You will learn your child’s math 

placement when the schedules are released on August 21st. Students are placed into 
accelerated math based on their ability to reach qualifying scores on both the spring 
MAP  assessment and their final exam from sixth grade. Please know that WJHS is 
extremely proactive about our math placements. We recognize that students may be 
best served in our accelerated class, so we have specifically designed our math 
programming to further qualify students to move up during 7th grade. For starters, we 
run parallel units in our Accelerated Pre-Algebra and Pre-Algebra classes for the first 
unit of the school year. This allows the teachers to determine if there are students who 
would best be served in our accelerated class. In addition, we run a follow-up math unit 
that is a differentiated unit with sections of the Pre-Algebra class that operate at the 
Accelerated Pre-Algebra class pace. This gives the teachers further insight on 
determining if students should move to the accelerated class. Finally, our Pre-Algebra 
teachers will offer up several challenge opportunities to the students in class and for 
homework throughout the school year.  Please know that we will not move any student 
into accelerated who has not met the qualifying scores before the school year starts.  

 
● How do grades and report cards work at WJHS? At the end of 1st and 3rd quarter, 

students receive progress reports and then at the end of 2nd and 4th quarter receive 
final report cards. However, teachers are consistently updating grades on PowerSchool. 
Please be sure to check the grades through the Parent Portal as necessary. We will 
send home directions for PowerSchool at a later date.  

 

http://www.wilmette39.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=360930&pageid=842215


● When are parent-teacher conferences? At the 5-8 level, parent-teacher conferences 
take place in November, after the end of 1st quarter. There are not spring parent-teacher 
conferences. However, you can reach out to the teachers if there are questions or 
concerns at any time. 

 
● Do 7th graders have recess each day? Yes! All students have a period of lunch/recess 

each day. If the weather is reasonable, the children will be outside.  
 

● How does PE work? All students are required to change into a uniform for PE on a daily 
basis. Students can purchase their uniforms at the 7th grade orientation and the first 
week of school. Students have a PE locker and can purchase a lock during the first week 
of school.  

 
● When will students receive their iPads? Students will received their iPads in their 

homeroom during the first weeks of school. 
 

● How much homework will my child have each night? There will be more homework 
in 7th grade. On average, students have about 70 minutes of homework;  however, that 
changes as projects are due, tests are assigned, etc. 

 
● How do students know where to sit in the cafeteria? Students are free to sit 

wherever they’d like in the cafeteria.  
 

● How does drop off and pick up work? Supervision for students dropped off begins 
each morning at 7:55 AM. Students report to the cafeteria and remain there until the first 
bell rings at 8:15.  At that time, students can go to their lockers, and should be in their 
first class by the tardy bell at 8:25. If your child takes the bus to school, he or she will be 
dropped off around 8:05. Car pick up occurs in the front circle of the school, after 
students are dismissed at 3:10.  The buses at the end of the day leave from the back of 
the school building at approximately 3:20 each afternoon. 

 
● My child is nervous about getting lost in the new school, what should I tell them? 

On the first day of school and throughout the first few days, students have many tours of 
the school. We help students learn their new school! 

 
● Do parents need to provide a lock for their locker? No. The school provides a lock. 

However, students do need purchase a lock for their PE locker. We help the 
students get comfortable with their lock before they start using it on their locker. One of 
the first homework assignments is to take home their lock and practice it. 

 
● Are there differentiation support teachers at WJHS? Yes! There is a 7th grade 

differentiation support teacher (DST). The DST works with all 7th grade teachers and 
primarily focuses on helping to enrich and challenge students in their ELA (reading and 



writing) classes. There is also a 7th grade technology integration teacher that helps 
teachers infuse technology into their lessons, as well as create engaging projects and 
final assessments. 

 


